“The Spy Who Loved the 70’s”

(1975)

Set #1

This is Ron McFarland, Agent Double-oh-1975, with the Summer of 1975 under surveillance for the next three hours. This week, the investigation reveals....
Few musical trends have been met with stronger mixed feelings than the one which highlighted 1975.  The style would become one of the best-loved…and most reviled…in pop music history....and Linda Ronstadt finally arrived as a superstar in ’75, and Bruce Springsteen planted a firm foothold.  It was the first time we hear from Styx, and the last time we heard from a man who made use of a “Chevy Van...”.

There’s something “sweeter” about a summer song.  Just like Christmas, the music played during that time of year has the power to evoke strong feelings and memories.  Even years later, the opening bars of a particular song will recall a distant summer romance, carefree days around a backyard pool, or perhaps the simple pleasures of a family vacation.   Wherever you are today, you’ll feel like the summer of 1975 was only yesterday.

It doesn’t even FEEL like we’re talking about the....(hit post on “Old Days.”)
Old Days – Chicago – 3.30

Agent Double-oh-1975 here…on assignment in the Summer of 1975. ..that’s Chicago’s ‘Old Days.’ 
By now, Bruce Springsteen had released two albums to critical acclaim but only moderate sales.  His third outing proved to be the charm, as he broke through to a wider audience with what would become known as his masterwork... an energetic ode to the open road....Born to Run...on TSWLT70’s.
Born to Run – Bruce Springsteen – 4.30



cum: 8.0

id
Baby Won’tcha Please Come Home – Trooper – est 3.30 
cum: 11.5

This is TSWLT70’s....Trooper from 1975. 

The same guy who pioneered marketing refrigerators to Eskimos introduced 1975’s biggest fad, the Pet Rock.  While many new owners raved about their low-maintenance companions, others complained bitterly about their oddly inert behaviour.  Suppliers responded to the complaints, saying the motionless pets must  merely be stoned.  
Bad Time – Grand Funk – 3.20




cum: 15.0

BOB FM, with Grand Funk’s #4 hit, “Bad Time,” from the album “All the Girls in the World…Beware!” This is TSWLT70’s. ....I’ve gotta head back undercover, but when I return, the rich get richer... in the summer of 1975.

Set #2

Back to the investigation now, This is “The Spy Who Loved the 70’s.”

Some well-entrenched bands made strong showings in the summer of ’75.  

Wings released “Venus and Mars,” their first to omit Paul McCartney’s name.  While it wasn’t a runaway success like their previous release, “Band on the Run,” reviewers greeted the album positively, and its first single reached #1 by mid-July.  This is it...Listen to What the Man Said....on TSWLT70s.
Listen to What the Man Said - Wings – 4.01
id
One of these Nights – Eagles – 3.28



cum: 7.5

TSWLT70’s…on BOB FM…with The Eagles, title track from their 1975 album.

Products introduced in 1975 include Miller Lite beer, which, according to its advertising, accomplished the impossible by being less filing and tasting great.  The company managed to keep the “debate” raging through their advertising campaigns  for  years.
A novelty candy called “Pop Rocks” – not be be confused with Pet Rocks – proved a winner with kids.  The crystalline treat “exploded” in the mouth, creating a series of small “pops” as the candy was eaten.
People introduced in 1975 include Eldrick “Tiger” Woods, Canadian singer Michael Buble, English soccer phenom David Beckham, and actresses Kate Winslet and Angeline Jolie, as well as cute, blonde, and dimpled Drew Barrymore.

Here’s a song which would eventually fit Drew, that is once she’s old enough to have hair.  It’s America…a #1 hit from the album “Hearts,” and “Sister Golden Hair.”...on TSWLT70’s.
Sister Golden Hair – America – 3.16



cum: 10.5

id
Someone Saved My Life Tonight – Elton John – 5.46

cum: 16.0

BOB FM….TSWLT70’s.  Pop stars didn’t get any bigger than Elton John in 1975.  From the album “Captain Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy,” that was “Someone Saved My Life Tonight.”

This Spy ‘s gotta disappear for a moment....but we’ll have a look at some notable come-backs when I come back...It’s 1975...on  “The Spy Who Loved the 70’s.” 

Set #3

Agent Double-Oh-1975 here...with the Summer of 1975 under surveillance.
In the early 70’s, the sensitive “singer/songwriter” was extremely popular, and James Taylor one of its best-known examples.  But as styles and tastes changed, Taylor evolved as well: he adopted a more mainstream pop sound which proved equally successful in 1975, as his #5 cover of Marvin Gaye’s hit showed...Sweet Baby James...on TSWLT70’s.

How Sweet it Is – James Taylor – 3.33



cum: 13.0

ID

When Will I be Loved? – Linda Ronstadt – 2.06


cum: 15.0

TSWLT70’s...When Will I be Loved from Linda Ronstadt.

When her latest album, “Heart Like a Wheel,” landed on record store shelves in 1975, she’d been absent from the charts for a handful of years.  But when it produced a pair of Top Ten tunes, nobody inside the music business was surprised.  As one magazine predicted at the time, “1975 will be remembered as the year Linda Ronstadt belatedly happens.”

An unusual circumstance to report here from the summer of ’75: both the song and the singer made a comeback, as Johnny Rivers covered a Beach Boys’ mid-60’s hit, ‘Help Me Rhonda.’  This is TSWLT70’s.
Help Me Rhonda – Johnny Rivers – 2.48


cum: 6.0
id
What the Hell I Got – Michel Pagliaro – est 3.30

cum: 9.5
You’ve got TSWLT70’s on BOB.  And that was Michel Pagliaro, who returned to the English-language hit charts after a couple-year absence with “What the Hell I Got.”  
Agent Double-Oh-1975 here, entrenched in the year 1975...and

Dance-music returns to pop music…with a vengence…next on
“The Spy Who Loved the 70’s.”
Set #4

You’re with Ron McFarland, aka Agent Double-oh-1975, deep undercover in the Summer of ’75.
Dancing had long been at the heart of rock ‘n’ roll music.  But in the late 60’s and early 70’s, the avante-garde focus shifted toward heavier sounds, as well as albums made exclusively for listening.  
Like a pendulum, some of the mid-70’s emphasis swung back toward the dance floor, to less “artistic” songs whose powerful rhythmic “thump” was just plain fun.  The drummer’s generous use of the high-hat cymbal helped to define a new kind of beat.  Before the trend really took hold, records like this one – from Harold Melvin & the Bluenotes – pioneered the sound. “Bad Luck” on TSWLT70s.
Bad Luck – Harold Melvin & the Bluenotes – 3.10
Harold Melvin...It’s 1975 on TSWLT70’s.

“Disco,” as the new dance music came to be known, started quietly.  But its pervasive influence asserted itself like an army invading in the night: the next morning you wake up, and it’s taken over everything.  
These guys were definitely at the heart of the action…they’re KC & the Sunshine Band…on BOB’s TSWLT70’s.
That’s the Way (I Like it) – KC & the Sunshine Band – 3.06
cum: 6.0
id
Do the Hustle – Van McCoy – 3.27



cum: 9.5
Van McCoy...”Do the Hustle” on  TSWLT70’s, deep undercover in a velour leisure suit, down at the disco.

One of the most popular disco dances came from an unexpected source:  35-year old writer and producer Van McCoy, who included “The Hustle” as a late addition to his album, “Disco Baby.”  

McCoy’s #1 hit showed how the early disco era was similiar to the early 1960’s.  Like The Twist and the Mashed Potato of the generation before, specific dance steps were invented and popularized…both at the discos and through music on the charts.  

Disco’s pre-eminent hitmakers were a trio of brothers with 60’s roots whose stalled career was revived – spectacularly – by a drastic change in their sound.  Barry Gibb’s falsetto defined the Bee Gees’ new direction on “Main Course,” their 1975 album which produced three massive hits: “Fanny Be Tender,” “Nights on Broadway,” and the summertime smash, “Jive Talkin’.”

Jive Talkin’ – Bee Gees – 3.33




cum: 13.0
id
Rocking Chair – Gwen McCrae – 3.15



cum: 16.0

This is TSWLT70’s, with the only hit for Gwen McCrae.  Ironically, her husband George was also part of the disco scene, and scored – you guessed it – one hit.

When I come back, I’ll share the intelligence on what $2,495 buys you in 1975.  “The Spy Who Loved the 70’s” returns, on BOB FM.
Set #5
Today, “The Spy Who Loved the 70’s,” checking in from the summer of 1975.

Any spy can tell you that the use of video tape can make his job a wholelot easier...but it certainly wasn’t in the budget in 1975....

Video recording technology was nothing new,  sporting telecasts had used “video replay” for some time.  But having it in your home certainly was.  And like listeners to the early disco hits, nobody recognized what a revolution was on the horizon when Sony introduced “Betamax.”  The recorder, sold inside a teakwood console along with a 19-inch colour tv set, retailed for $2,495,  big bucks in ’75.  Beta ultimately succumbed in its battle with rival format VHS, but the days of recording tv programs and screening amateur video were here to stay.

Pilot’s “Magic” from the summer of 1975, on TSWLT70’s.
Magic – Pilot – 3.03

id
Dance with Me – Orleans – 2.59




cum: 6.0
This is TSWLT70’s on BOB FM.  That was Orleans, and a rarity in 1975: a song about dancing which didn’t have a disco beat.

*******Joe:  [music bed – “The Rockford Files,” Mike Post]*********************
Television’s most popular game show, “Match Game,” launched a weekly, nighttime version.  “Wheel of Fortune” debuted, hosted by Chuck Woolery and (did you know) Vanna White was NOT the original letter-turner? That honour belonged to one Susan Stafford.  Hal Linden anchored a motley crew of detectives in the sitcom “Barney Miller.”  Robert Blake portrayed the serious kind of gumshoe on “Baretta,” though it was a challenge being intimidated by a guy with a cockatoo on his shoulder.  
*************Joe: music bed: Jefferson’s Theme—Movin’ On Up.*******************

After a tearful goodbye from Edith Bunker, Louise and “The Jeffersons” were “movin’ on up.” 
********Joe:   70’s SNL Theme???********************************** 
“Saturday Night Live,” still an enduring late-night favourite with its sketch comedy and colourful cast, began its first season in 1975.  The comic lineup included the “Not Ready for Prime Time Players”….many of whom would soon be very ready for prime-time after their exposure on Saturday nights:  Chevy Chase, Dan Ackroyd, John Belushi, Jane Curtin, and Gilda Radner. 
One returning show took an unexpectedly dramatic twist,as McLean Stevenson’s character on M*A*S*H, Lt Colonel Henry Blake, was discharged, then killed during his flight home.  Company Clerk “Radar” O’Reilly burst into the operating room to emotionally announce Blake’s death.  The surgeons interrupted their operations and remained wordlessly pensive for a long moment.  Suddenly remembering where they are and what they must do, they return as one to their work.  Their silence made for brilliant tv, and spoke louder than words in a popular voice against the senselessness of war.
Marshall Matt Dillon galloped out of Dodge for good as “Gunsmoke” ended its 20-year run, and Raymond Burr walked away from “Ironside.”
Here’s Earth Wind & Fire from 1975...on TSWLT70’s.

Shining Star – Earth, Wind & Fire – 2.50



cum: 9.0

id
Take Me in Your Arms – Doobie Brothers – 3.39

cum: 12.5

Id

Lady – Styx – 3.14






cum: 15.5

This is TSWLT70’s.  Out of the US midwest, that was Dennis DeYoung and Styx, who remained a chart force for many years after that initial #6 hit in 1975.  Before that, the Doobies were back with a song which had stiffed for Motown’s Kim Weston in 1965, but this time around reached #11.
When this Spy comes back in from the cold, a marketing boon arrives for General Motors in the guise of a hit song. Guise? I LOVE disguises!! This is “The Spy Who Loved the 70’s” on BOB FM.

Set #6
Agent Double-oh-1975, spying on the summer of ’75.  We’re midway through our three-hour review of the news and views, sights and sounds, from the summer of that year.
Ya can’t buy this kind of publicity….

Vans, or “panel trucks” as they were once known, rode a sudden wave of popularity in the mid-70’s.  Previously used almost exclusively by tradesmen and delivery companies, consumers began customizing the boxey vehicles with those cool 70’s  accessories like shag carpets and black lighting.  
The fad had a hidden agenda: a tumble-in-the-back was certainly one unspoken goal to many of the trend-setters.  The theme was successfully exploited by Sammy Johns’ #5 hit.  To no one’s surprise, General Motors also “got lucky,” thanks to the publicity generated by the hit record: van sales soared in 1976. 
In a Chevy Van...this is Sammy Johns...on TSWLT70s. 
Chevy Van – Sammy Johns – 2.54

id
Ballroom Blitz – Sweet – 4.00




cum: 7.0

Id
Hey You – BTO – 3.33





cum: 10.0

This is TSWLT70’s on BOB FM, and that was BTO’s “Hey You.”   The Sweet, too, and their #5 hit from “Desolation Boulevard,” “Ballroom Blitz.”

Canada adopted the metric system in 1975.  “Give ’em a centimetre, they’ll take a kilometre!”  …nope, didn’t have the same ring, but the country’s committed.  There’s also substantial cost to manufacturers and retailers from the switch-over:  road signs, food labelling and packaging, and store signage must all change.  

As if that wasn’t enough change. the province of Ontario implemented its mandatory seatbelt law.  In March, the Federal government first allowed cameras to televise live parliamentary sessions, broadcasts guaranteed to put bricks to sleep.  And a month after that, Toronto’s CN Tower was finished.

The year was 1975…and April Wine was on the radio.  Here’s “Oooowatanite,” on BOB’s TSWLT 70’s
Ooowatanite – April Wine – est 3.30



cum: 13.5
ID

Rock ‘n’ Roll All Nite – Kiss – 4.23 

ID

Feel Like Makin’ Love – Bad Company – 5.12


cum: 9.5

TSWLT70’s it’s 1975 and from the album “Straight Shooter,” that’s Bad Company.  Kiss too...and 1975 was a very good year for them.  Kiss capitalized on the glam-rock trend of the early 70’s, attracting attention with garish makeup and elaborate costumes.  The band released three studio albums, but none contained the energy they achieved on stage.  Their 1975 explosion in popularity came on the heels of a project which successfully bottled that feeling: “Kiss Alive,” a live two-record set.  Say what you want about their onstage getups and musicianship, but these guys were – and still are – marketing-savvy: encouraged by the volcanic success of “Alive!,” Kiss re-released their earlier catalogue as a three-album set under the title “The Originals”…all in 1975.
For anyone who had the experience of seeing them live, they also proved they know how to put on a show.  Theirs was no simple musical set: it was complete with pyrotechnics, spitting blood, and Gene Simmons’ legendary tongue…which many claim argue may be  long enough to accommodate an entire submarine sandwich…though that’s unproven.
Also that year,
US President Gerald Ford survived two assassination attempts during the month of September, 1975.  
In Detroit, Teamsters’ union boss Jimmy Hoffa was declared missing.  Hoffa’s body is never recovered, though many Michiganders continue to insist that a particularly bumpy stretch of repaved I-75, just south of Saginaw, is highly suspicious.
An eventual cult classic, “The Rocky Horror Picture Show,” opened in 1975.  Tim Curry and Susan Sarandon starred in the movie, which introduced “The Time Warp” to dancers desperately seeking an alternative to “The Hustle.”

The Time Warp – Rocky Horror Cast – est 3.30


cum: 13.0

id

Lady Marmalade – LaBelle – 3.14



cum: 16.0

…Patti LaBelle on BOB’s TSWLT70’s, with a #1 hit whose lyrics even guys who flunked highschool French could translate.
David Bowie’s new look and sound…TSWLT70’s returns, retain your position!
Set #7
You’re with Ron McFarland, Agent Double-oh-1975, and we’re keeping tabs on the sights and sounds of the midpoint of the 70’s decade…with the spotlight on a guy who made so many changes, he was tough to keep under surveillance.
David Bowie never sat still.  After adopting and discarding a number of onstage personas, Bowie’s latest album, “Young Americans,” featured a full-face closeup of David without makeup: looking quite manly, and, in fact, quite ordinary.  Not only does he drastically overhaul his image, Bowie’s latest music adopted a funkier, more soulful sound.  The first single from “Young Americans,” co-written by Bowie and John Lennon, featured backup vocals from the ex-Beatle.  None of those ch-ch-ch-changes slowed Bowie’s career, as the single reached #1. Fame...Bowie fron the summer of ’75, on TSWLT70’s.
Fame – David Bowie – 3.30

This is TSWLT70’s.

1975 saw John Lennon continuing to fight deportation from the United States.  Paul and Linda McCartney were stopped by an LA traffic cop, who discovered a sizable quantity of pot in Linda’s pocketbook.  
Other people in trouble in the summer of ’75 included three former White House aides who began prison terms for their parts in the Watergate scandal.  
In November, the Great Lakes’ freighter Edmund Fitzgerald sank in Lake Superior.  The tragedy inspired Gordon Lightfoot, whose musical chronicle of the doomed ship eventually became a #1 hit.  
Also in November, the group Queen issued its landmark album, “A Night at the Opera,” vaulting them to superstardom.  But their ascent was not without challenges: the record label initially resisted issuing the six-minute “Bohemian Rhapsody” as a single.  Ultimately, the album will sell three million copies…and the song will reach the Top Ten the following year...not to mention again in the early 1990s.  But in 1975, FM radio stations – who weren’t intimidated by its length – began playing it as soon as it was released.  Queen on TSWLT70’s
Bohemian Rhapsody – Queen – 5.50


cum: 12.0

id
How Long – Ace – 3.09




cum: 15.0
…Paul Carrack & Ace, with “How Long.”  This is TSWLT70s. This spy is ducking out for a moment..and when out stakeout of the year 1975 continues, we’ll go to War, then head downtown, lookin’ for a good time with ZZ Top.  

Set #8
Agent Double-oh-1975 here, investigating the Summer of 1975.

In a rare cooperative venture, US astronauts and Soviet cosmonauts linked up in Earth orbit.  NASA beamed this #6 song by War to the group of intrepid space explorers. 
Why Can’t We Be Friends? – War – 3.45

id

Tush – ZZ Top – 2.14

From the album “Fandango,” there’s ZZ Top on BOB’s TSWLT70. My in vestigation into the spots scene of 1975 shows the Edmonton Eskimos met the Montreal Alouettes in the 63rd Grey Cup.  Playing in minus-fifteen temperatures and battling bitter 25-kilometer winds, the Eskies edged the Als 9-8, a score more reminiscent of a hockey game between the Canadiens and Oilers, rather than a football championship.  Win or lose, you can bet the hot shower at the end rated as the best part of every participant’s day.
South of the border, the Pittsburgh Steelers repeated as Superbowl champions, thanks to a 21-17 win over Dallas.

The bruising Philadelphia Flyers also claimed back-to-back championships, dumping the French-connected Buffalo Sabres in six games to capture the Stanley Cup.

With, possibly, a heavenly assist from the ongoing “Curse of the Bambino,” Cinci’s “The Big Red Machine” overcame the Boston Red Sox in a seven-game World Series.  
Baseball will be changed forever before its next season begins:  the sport’s “reserve clause,” which effectively tied a player to a club for life, was overturned in court.  Players could now shop their services to the highest bidder at the expiration of their contracts, as the era of “free agency” begins.

Mohammed Ali defeated Joe Frazier for the Heavyweight boxing championship in a bout nicknamed “The Thrilla in Manilla.”  Despite persistent rumours to the contrary, the “Manilla” the name referred to is not the small village just west along Highway 7, but in fact a larger town in the Philippine Islands.
Ali earned a nickname, too.  In the words of Johnny Wakelin, he’s “The Black Superman.”

Black Superman – Johnny Wakelin – 3.32

cum:  9.0

id
Jackie Blue – Ozark Mountain Daredevils – 4.11
cum: 13.0

TSWLT70’s, on BOB FM…“Jackie Blue,” #3 in the summer of ’75 for the Ozark Mountain Daredevils.

When I come back, we’ll go walkin’ with Aerosmith…and turn a spying eye onto the big screen...as our look at 1975 continues...
Set #9
It’s Agent Double-oh-1975, Ron McFarland, checking out the summer of 1975…a year when New York City came close to bankruptcy…when Bill Gates first coined the term “micro-soft,” meaning “microcomputer software,” in a letter…and when the United Nations first declared International Women’s Day…
…a year when the South Vietnamese government collapsed, forcing a hundred thousand refugees to flee to the United States.

1975 was a breakthrough year for this group of hard-rockers from Boston.  “Toys in the Attic,” released in April of ’75, propelled the band to elite status.  And this was its Top 10 hit…it’s “Walk this Way” on TSWLT70’s.
Walk this Way  - Aerosmith – 3.40




id

Squeeze Box – The Who – 2.42




cum: 7.0
BOB FM with The Who.  The album was “The Who by Numbers,” and “Squeeze Box” its #16 hit single. In 1975.
The Who’s “Tommy” showed up on movie screens in 1975.  Audiences got all in a lather about Warren Beatty and Goldie Hawn in “Shampoo.”  Peter Sellers’ Pink Panther returned.  
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” won the Best Picture Oscar with a mixture of comedy and drama about the goings-on at a mental institution.  Jack Nicholson and Louise Fletcher, the film’s two stars, took Best Actor and Actress.

***********Joe—Jaws Theme*************************************

But much of the popular buzz was reserved for a tense drama where the villian didn’t make his appearance until well into the movie, and never spoke a word of dialogue.  “Jaws” was a jaw-dropping success for a young filmmaker named Steven Spielberg.

Like Spielberg, Bob Seger’s most potent hitmaking days would be ahead of him.  As he had since the late 60’s, by the mid-70’s Seger rated as “almost, but not quite” among rockers.  Here’s an example of the material he was putting out…it reached #43 in 1975. This is TSWLT70’s.
Katmandu – Bob Seger – 3.12




cum: 10.0
id
Free Bird – Lynyrd Skynyrd – 4.41



cum: 14.5

Lynryd Skynyrd’s Free Bird, as we put the wraps on 1975, on TSWLT70’s..
Next week, my undercover work continues...We’ll get the “Lowdown” on some “Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap.”  And you can either “Take the Money and Run,” “Shake Your Booty,” or head on out for a “Slow Ride.”  

…what does it all mean?  TSWLT70’s has the answers to those and other burning questions next week as we look at the sights and sounds, news and views from the summer of ’76.
Till then, this is Agent Double-oh-1975, Ron McFarland, TSWLT70’s. Over and out.
Song count 37 INT
                      4 Canadian
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